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CHAPTER 12 

 

ANIMALS AND FOWL 

 

ARTICLE 1 

 

12.01 - General Provisions 

12.01.010 - Definitions. 

When used in this Chapter, the following words and terms, unless the content indicates a 

different meaning, shall be interpreted as follows: 

ANIMAL means any living vertebra creature, domestic or wild. 

ANIMAL CONTROL CENTER means the facility or facilities designated by the Board of 

Trustees for the purpose of impounding or caring for animals held under the authority of this 

Chapter or state law. 

ANIMAL REGULATION OFFICER means the person or persons empowered by the 

Town of Calhan to enforce the provisions of this Chapter. 

AT LARGE means an animal off the premises of the owner or custodian and not under the 

physical control of the owner or custodian, by means of a leash, cord or chain. 

BODILY INJURY means any physical injury to a human being caused by a dog bite 

including, but not limited to, injuries wherein the skin is broken, exterior bleeding, bruising 

or bone tissue or muscle damage is suffered. 

HARBORING means the act of keeping and caring for an animal or of providing a location 

to which the animal returns for food, shelter or care for a period of at least (3) consecutive 

days. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT means the El Paso County or Colorado State Health 

Department. 

VICIOUS DOG means any dog that, without provocation, bites or attacks persons or other 

animals; approaches any person or other dog with vicious or terrorizing behavior or an 

apparent attitude of attack, whether or not the attack is consummated or is capable of being 

consummated; or has acted in a manner that causes or should cause its owner or custodian to 

know that the dog is potentially vicious. 
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12.01.020 - Enforcement. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, molest, hinder or obstruct a law 

enforcement officer, any other employee or animal regulation officer in the discharge of 

his or her official duties under this Chapter. 

B. Whenever a law enforcement officer or his authorized representative has reasonable 

cause to believe there exists in any building or any premises conditions which are so 

hazardous, unsafe or dangerous as to require an inspection to safeguard an animal for the 

public health and safety, a law enforcement officer is hereby authorized to enter the 

property at any reasonable time to inspect and perform any duty imposed upon a law 

enforcement officer by this Chapter or by other applicable law provided that: 

1. If the property is occupied, he shall first present proper credentials to the occupant 

and request entry, explaining his reasons for entry and the purpose of his 

inspection; and 

2. If the property is unoccupied, he shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the 

owner or other person having charge or control of the property.  If the owner 

cannot be found after due diligence, a law enforcement officer shall have recourse 

to every remedy provided by law to secure entry and inspect the property. 

12.01.030 - Impoundment of animals. 

A. The animal regulations officer and/or law enforcement officer may impound any animal 

which is at large or which is unclaimed.  

B. It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Section for any person to remove an 

impounded animal from the animal control center without the consent of the animal 

regulation officer or law enforcement officer. 

C. Any animal impounded may be reclaimed by the owner upon payment of impoundment 

and daily board fees and compliance with any other legal requirements for the keeping of 

animals.  If no claim is made on the animal within three (3) days of impoundment, the 

animal control center may humanely dispose of the animal or put the animal up for 

adoption. 

D. An injured or sick animal impounded whose owner is not readily identified may be 

immediately destroyed if it is deemed by the animal control officer to be in serious pain 

or contagious to other animals.  If an owner is known, the animal control center will 

make every reasonable effort to contact the owner for a period of twenty-four (24) hours 

after which time the animal may be destroyed. 

E. This Section shall not apply to animals listed in Sec. 12.04.020. 
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ARTICLE 2 

12.02 - Dog Regulations  

12.02.010 - Licensing and vaccination required. 

A. No person shall own, keep or harbor any dog over four (4) months of age unless such dog 

is vaccinated against rabies and licensed.  All dogs vaccinated at four (4) months of age 

or older shall be re-vaccinated in accordance with duration of each vaccination.  Any 

person shall comply with this Chapter within thirty (30) days after becoming a Town 

resident.   

B. Upon vaccination against rabies, the veterinarian shall execute and furnish to the owner 

of the dog a rabies certificate and rabies tag.  Promptly after the vaccination of such dog, 

the person owning, keeping or harboring it shall procure for it a license tag from the 

Town and attached it to the collar of the dog. 

C. In the event of loss or destruction of the original license tag provided for in Subsection B 

of this Section, the owner of the dog shall obtain a duplicate tag from the Town. 

D. Any person who owns or harbors a dog shall provide his/her copy of the license and 

certificate of vaccination within a reasonable time upon demand to any person charged 

with enforcement of this Chapter. 

E. Dog licenses are not transferable, and it shall be unlawful for any person to use any 

license or rabies tag for any dog other than the dog for which the tag was originally 

issued. 

12.02.020 - Biting dogs; quarantine. 

A. The owner of a dog that is capable of transmitting rabies, which has bitten any person, 

shall immediately notify a law enforcement officer. 

B. It shall be unlawful for the owner of a dog or other animal that has bitten any person or 

has been exposed to another animal that is believed to have rabies to destroy such dog 

before it can be properly confined and observed under the supervision of the Health 

Department. 

C. Any dog that has bitten any person or has been exposed to another animal that is believed 

to have rabies shall be immediately confined and observed for a period of no fewer than 

ten (10) days from the date of the bite or exposure. 

1. Such confinement may be, at the discretion of the Chief of Police, on the premise of 

the owner if deemed appropriate with sufficient safeguard.  If not on the owner’s 

premises, the confinement shall be at the animal control center or at any licensed 

veterinary hospital of the owner’s choice.  Such confinement shall be at the sole 

expense of the owner. 
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2. When a dog is confined on the owner’s premises, the Chief of Police shall make 

frequent checks to determine the condition of the confined animal. 

D. The owner of a dog that has been reported as having inflicted a bite on any person shall, 

on demand of law enforcement, produce the dog for examination and quarantine.  It shall 

be unlawful for the owner of the dog to fail or refuse to produce the animal on demand.  

The failure or refusal to do so shall subject the owner to immediate arrest if probable 

cause exists to believe the dog in question has inflicted a bite upon a person.  Upon arrest, 

the owner shall be taken by an officer of the Town before a judge of the Municipal Court 

who may order the immediate production of the animal.  Each day of such willful refusal 

to produce the dog shall constitute a separate violation. 

E. Diagnosis by veterinarian. 

1. When a dog under quarantine has been diagnosed by a licensed veterinarian as being 

rabid, the veterinarian making the diagnosis shall immediately notify the Health 

Department and the Town and advise them of any reports of human contact with the 

rabid dog.  The Health Department shall, pursuant to its rules and procedures, 

humanely destroy the rabid dog. 

2. If any animal under quarantine dies while under observation and before a diagnosis 

has been made, the Chief of Police shall immediately notify the Health Department, 

which will take action to obtain a pathological and inoculation examination of the 

dog. 

3. If, after the confinement and observation period provided for herein, the dog has been 

diagnosed by a licensed veterinarian as not having rabies, the quarantined dog shall 

be released from confinement by the Chief of Police after payment of all 

impoundment and other fees. 

F. Removal from quarantine for rabies.  It shall be unlawful for any person to remove from 

any place of quarantine, a dog which has been quarantined pursuant to this Section, 

without the expressed consent of the Chief of Police 

12.02.030 - Dogs running at large. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any owner or custodian of any dog to fail to confine it or cause it 

to be confined to the premises of the said owner or custodian, unless the dog is under 

effective and immediate control of the owner or custodian by a leash, cord, chain or other 

restraining device. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any owner or custodian of any dog to fail to have the animal 

under effective and immediate control of the owner or custodian by a leash, cord, chain, 

or other restraining device at all times that such dog is off the owner’s or the custodian’s 

premises. 

C. It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian of any dog to allow a dog to be at large in 

the yard of any multiple occupancy building which is occupied by more than one family, 
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or on the common grounds of mobile home developments or parks or condominium 

developments. 

D. Any dog which is not properly restrained as provided in Subsections A, B or C, above, 

shall be considered to be running at large. Any dog running at large shall be subject to 

impoundment and may be apprehended by any person authorized by the City to 

administer and enforce the provisions of this Chapter. 

E. Any unspayed female dog in the stage of estrus (heat) shall be confined during such 

period of time in a house, building or secured enclosure and the area of the enclosure 

shall be constructed so that no other dog may gain access to the confined animal.  Owners 

or custodians who do not comply shall be ordered to remove the dog in heat to a boarding 

kennel, veterinary hospital or animal shelter, all expenses incurred as a result of the 

confinement to be paid by the owner.  Failure to comply with the removal order of the 

animal regulations officer shall be a violation of this Chapter and the dog may be 

impounded as prescribed in this Chapter. 

12.02.040 - Vicious dogs. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor a vicious dog.  Dogs maintained as 

guard dogs as defined in section 12.02.040(B) shall not be deemed to be a vicious dog. 

1. If a complaint has been filed in the Municipal Court against the owner of a dog 

impounded for violating this subsection, the dog shall not be released from 

impoundment or disposed of except on the order of the Municipal Judge, who 

may also direct the owner to pay all impoundment fees, boarding fees and 

treatment charges in addition to any penalties for violating this subsection.  The 

Municipal Judge may, upon making a finding that such animal is vicious and 

order the dog be destroyed in a humane manner under the supervision of the 

animal regulations officer.  Surrender of an animal by the owner to the animal 

regulations officer shall not relieve or render the owner immune from the decision 

of the Court or from the fees and fines, which may result from a violation or 

violations of this subsection. 

2. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prevent the immediate destruction 

by the animal regulations officer of any vicious dog when less drastic methods 

(such as tranquilizing) are not effective or available and when neither the animal 

regulations officer, law enforcement officer or the dog’s owner is able to restrain 

or control the dog so it might be impounded pending disposition by the Municipal 

Court. 

B. It shall be unlawful and a violation of this Section to own any dog which has been 

specifically trained to attack unless the dog is physically confined to a specific area, or is 

under complete and absolute control.  The area where a guard dog is confined must be 

conspicuously posted with warning signs bearing letters not less the ten (10) inches high. 
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12.02.050 - Barking Dogs. 

A. It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian to keep or harbor any dog which disturbs 

the peace and quiet of others by howling, baying, barking, yipping, crying or whining so 

that it may be heard beyond the premises of the owner, and the animal is hereby declared 

to be a nuisance.  No summons and complaint shall be issued nor shall the owner or 

custodian be convicted for a violation of this Section unless the owner shall have been 

previously notified of the disturbance either by the person disturbed or by a law 

enforcement officer. 

B. The animal regulations officer or law enforcement officer shall have the authority to use 

all reasonable means to abate the nuisance, including but not limited to requiring the 

owner make bona fide efforts to quiet his dog.  In the absence of the owner, the dog will 

be impounded.  Upon impoundment of a dog for violation of this section, the animal 

regulation or law enforcement officer shall attempt to locate and notify the absent owner 

by any reasonable means as promptly as possible. 

12.02.060 - Excessive Number of Dogs Prohibited. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or harbor more than three (3) dogs that are more 

than six (6) months old at any one location unless licensed to operate as a pet animal facility 

under state law. 

ARTICLE 3 

12.03 - Livestock, Fowl and Other Animals 

12.03.010 - Swine, goats, cattle, sheep, horses, mules and burros. 

A. Deleted per Ordinance 2018-10 8/13/18 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any livestock including but not limited to 

cattle, sheep, horses, mules and burros, unless there is 10,000 square feet of grazing 

pasture and housing area per animal, excluding the square footage of any dwelling on the 

land. 

C. Cleanliness of premises where animals are kept. 

1. It shall be unlawful for any person within the Town limits to permit a stable, stall, 

shed or apartment (or appurtenance thereof) where animals, other than fowl, are 

kept or to permit any other place in the Town where manure or liquid discharges 

of animals shall collect or accumulate, to be kept in an unclean and unwholesome 

condition so an offensive smell is allowed to escape therefrom or otherwise to 

become detrimental to human health.  Nothing in this subsection shall be 

construed to include manure deposits upon any private property for the purpose of 

cultivating same. 

2. The Town official or the El Paso County Health Department shall have the power 

to declare any such stable, stall, shed or apartment (or any yard or appurtenance 
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thereof) kept in any unclean or unwholesome condition a nuisance, and the same 

shall be abated as such. 

D. Disposal of manure. 

1. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation who is the owner, 

custodian, or who controls or occupies any lot, corral, or other place where 

animals are kept or fed within the Town to fail to provide and maintain upon such 

premises a tight-covered box, bin or vault of suitable capacity for receiving and 

holding the manure produced or brought on such premises. 

2. The cover of the box, bin or vault shall be screened with fine wire so as to not 

permit the admission of flies therein. 

3. The manure shall be moved at least once a week and taken beyond the Town 

limits.  The manure may be used within the Town limits when it has been 

thoroughly saturated or mixed with lime, chloride of lime or petroleum.  The 

presence of maggots shall be sufficient evidence that the manure has not been 

thoroughly saturated or mixed with any of the above-named substances, and 

therefore shall be considered a violation of this subsection. 

12.03.020 - Health and sanitation regulations for keeping fowl. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any chicken, duck, goose, turkey, pigeon or 

other domestic fowl in any yard, enclosure or building which is not at least fifty (50) feet 

from any house or building occupied as a dwelling, except with the consent of the owner 

of such building. 

B. Cleanliness of premises where fowl are kept: 

1. It shall be unlawful for any person who keeps any chickens, ducks, geese, turkeys, 

pigeons or other domestic fowl within the Town to permit the yard or place where 

fowl are kept to be or become dangerous or detrimental to human health by reason 

of lack of care, food, ventilation or cleanliness. 

2. The Town or the Health Department shall have the power to declare yards kept in 

any unclean condition a nuisance, and the same shall be abated as such. 

C. Fowl running at large. 

It shall be unlawful and is deemed a nuisance for any person, firm or corporation who is 

the owner or custodian of any chickens, geese, ducks, turkey or other fowl to permit the 

same to run or be at large within the Town. 

ARTICLE 4 

12.04 - General Offenses 

12.04.010 - Offenses against animals. 
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A. It shall be unlawful for any person to overdrive, overload, drive when overloaded, 

overwork, deprive of necessary sustenance, torture, cruelly beat, mutilate or kill 

needlessly or to carry in any vehicle or otherwise transport in a cruel and inhumane 

manner any animal or to cause any of these acts or omissions to be done to any animal.  It 

shall be unlawful for an owner to fail to provide an animal with proper food, drink, 

protection from the weather and necessary medical treatment to prevent suffering, or to 

cause any of these acts or omissions to be done. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to poison any animal or to distribute poison in any 

manner whatsoever with the intent to or for the purpose of poisoning any animal.  The 

distribution of any poison or poisoned meat or food shall be prima facie evidence of a 

violation of this Section. 

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause, instigate or encourage within the Town any 

dog fight, cock fight, bull fight or other combat between animals.  It shall be unlawful to 

maintain any place where any animals are permitted to fight for exhibition for wages or 

for sport.  Ownership of the animal shall not constitute a defense for such acts or for any 

violation of this subsection. 

D. It shall be unlawful for any person to abandon any animal or to cause such to be done. 

12.04.020 - Prohibition against ownership of certain animals. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, possess, harbor, sell, or in any manner traffic 

in the following species of animals: 

1. All poisonous snakes, poisonous reptiles and non-poisonous snakes with a length 

greater than six (6) feet. 

2. Gorillas, chimpanzees, orangutans or any other primates. 

3. Any species of feline not falling within the categories of ordinary domesticated 

house cats. 

4. Bears of any species. 

5. Raccoons, porcupines, skunks, badgers or other species, except ferrets (mustela 

putruis). 

6. Foxes, wolves, coyotes or other species of canines other than dogs. 

B. It shall be the duty of the animal regulation officer or law enforcement officer to 

apprehend any animal listed in Subsection A.  Such animal may be impounded, released 

in wild natural habitat, or humanely destroyed as the animal regulation officer or law 

enforcement officer in his discretion shall determine, subject to applicable state law.  The 

animal regulation officer or law enforcement officer is hereby authorized to use any 

tranquilizer gun or other firearm to subdue or destroy any wild or dangerous animal that 

is determined by the animal warden or law enforcement officer to be of danger to either 

itself or the public health and safety. 
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12.04.030 - Dead animals. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to throw, put or place any dead animal, or part thereof, 

or any sick or injured animal in or upon any street, alley vacant lot, park or other public 

place within the Town. 

B. When any animal dies in the Town, it shall be the duty of the owner or custodian to 

forthwith cause the removal of the body of the animal by an animal carcass removal and 

disposal company, or to remove the body of the animal beyond the limits of the Town 

and cause it to be buried in the earth sufficiently deep to prevent the escape of effluvia 

injurious to public health.  If the body shall not forthwith be removed, it shall be deemed 

a nuisance. 

C. When the body of a dead animal is found in any street, alley, highway or public grounds 

and the owner or custodian cannot be determined, it shall be the duty of the Chief of 

Police to cause the body to be taken to or removed by an animal carcass removal and 

disposal company. 

12.04.040 - Refusal to pay fee. 

The refusal to redeem any impounded animal by the owner shall not relieve the owner of the 

duty to pay the impoundment, license, boarding, veterinary charges and fees that may be 

assessed.  The owner of any animal who fails or refuses to pay the fees and charges shall be 

in violation of this chapter, and upon conviction, shall be subject to penalties pursuant to 

Section 1.03 of this Code. 


